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SUB J : CRITICISM OF THE USG 

SUMMARY - THERE FOLLOWS A WRAP-UP OF DIRECT AND 
INDIRECT CRITICISM LEVELED BY INDIAN STATE AND PARTY 
LEADERS OVER THIS PAST WEEKEND AT THE USG OR EMBASSY. 
END SUMMARY. 

1 . ACCORDING TO THE TIMES OF INDIA ( NEW DELHI) 

FEBRUARY 14, PRIME MINISTER GANDHI COMMENTED AS 
FOLLOWS ON WESTERN CRITICISM IN A SPEECH AT MYSORE 
FEBRUARY 13. QUOTE: WHEN THERE WAS NO EMERGENCY AND 
NO CURB ON THE PRESS, HOW MANY OF THE SO-CALLED 
DEMOCRATIC COUNTRIES CAME TO INDIA'S HELP AND GAVE IT 
MORAL SUPPORT.. .WE ARE NOT WORRIED ABOUT WHAT THOSE 
COUNTRIES THINK ABOUT US. OUR ONE ADVICE TO THEM IS 
TO GIVE UP THEIR HYPOCRISY. UNQUOTE. ACCORDING TO 
THE INDIAN EXPRESS (NEW DELHI) SAME DATE, THE PRIME 
MINISTER ALSO "HIT HARD AT FOREIGN POWERS WHO SHE 
SAID WERE HAND IN GLOVE WITH DESTRUCTIVE FORCES WITHIN 
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THE COUNTRY". SHE THEN IS REPORTED SAYING QUOTE: 
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AND WHO ARE THEIR SUPPORTERS ABROAD? THOSE WHO BLATANTLY 
SUPPORTED THE MILITARY DICTATORSHIP OF PAKISTAN WHEN 
INDIA WAS FIGHTING FOR ITS VERY LIFE. WHEN THERE WERE 
NO CURBS ON THE PRESS AND NOBODY WAS DETAINED IN THE 
COUNTRY. HOW MANY OF THESE SO-CALLED DEMOCRATIC 
COUNTRIES CAME TO THE HELP OF THOSE VERY DUMB MILLIONS? 
HOW MANY OF THEM THOUGHT IT FIT TO GIVE US AT LEAST 
MORAL SUPPORT? UNQUOTE. OTHER COMMENTS BY THE PRIME 
MINISTER AT MYSORE FEBRUARY 13 WERE REPORTED IN MADRAS 
0309 (REPEATED AS NEW DELHI 2361 TO SECSTATE) AND 
NEW DELHI 2355. AS FAR AS CONSULATE GENERAL MADRAS 
CAN DETERMINE, SHE WAS NOT SPEAKING FROM A TEXT. 

2. DURING A STAY IN MADRAS FEBRUARY 13-15, THE PRIME 
MINISTER REPORTEDLY REFRAINED FROM COMMENTS ABOUT 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND EXTERNAL THREATS WITH THE 
EXCEPTION OF THE FOLLOWING REMARKS IN A SPEECH TO A 
LARGE CONGRESS PARTY GATHERING FEBRUARY 15. QUOTE: 

THERE ARE SOME, MOSTLY PEOPLE NOT IN INDIA BUT IN 
FOREIGN COUNTRIES, WHO SAY THAT I OVERREACTED TO THE 
SITUATION. WE WERE NOT IMAGINING THINGS. WE WERE 
THINKING OF WHAT HAD HAPPENED IN GUJARAT, BIHAR, AND 
THAT THIS COULD HAVE BEEN IN OTHER STATES. WHAT WE 
IMAGINED DID HAPPEN IN ANOTHER ADJOINING COUNTRY. AND 
THERE ARE THOSE IN OUR COUNTRY AND IN SOME COUNTRIES 
WHO SAY IT IS UNDEMOCRATIC TO DETAIN PEOPLE. IT IS 
BETTER TO DETAIN THEM RATHER THAN TO MURDER THEM. 

NO ONE IN THE WESTERN COUNTRIES HAS PROTESTED WHEN 
MURDERS HAD TAKEN PLACE ROUND ABOUT OUR COUNTRY. 
UNQUOTE. 

3. THE DEPARTMENT HAS ALREADY RECEIVED A SUMMARY 
(BASED ON PRESS REPORTS) OF THE SPEECH BY COMMUNICATIONS 
MINISTER SHARMA AT POONA FEBRUARY 13 IN WHICH HE 
ALLEGED TTHAT "DURING THE RECENT ELECTIONS IN 
GUJARAT AN OFFICIAL OF THE US EMBASSY HAD TOURED THE 
STATE IN HIS CAR DISTRIBUTING MILLIONS OF DOLLARS TO 
OPPOSITON WORKERS" (NEW DELHI 2363). THE CONSULATE 
GENERAL BOMBAY TELLS US THAT SHARMA IS ALSO QUOTED IN 
SEVERAL FRONT-PAGE LOCAL PRESS STORIES, INCLUDING 
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THE FREE PRESS JOURNAL, FEBRUARY 14, THAT THE GOI 
KNOWS THE NAME OF THIS PERSON "BUT DID NOT WANT TO 
DISCLOSE IT BECAUSE IT MIGHT ALERT THEM". 

SAXBE 
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